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QUESTIONS
1. What is your diagnosis?
 a. Chemotherapy-induced hair loss
 b. Hypervitaminosis A
 c. Alopecia areata
 d. Pseudopelade of Brocq
 e. Hyperthyroidism
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JID and Logical Images, Inc., have cooperated to offer the JID VisualDx Quiz, incorporating 
diagnostic images from VisualDx’s vast database. Questions relate to the image as well 
as to selected articles in JID, which are listed after Question 1. Answers will be posted as 
supplementary material. We hope you enjoy this challenge.
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THE ROlE Of RETINOIdS IN HAIR lOSS: TOPiC ARTiCLES
The questions below relate to the following article(s):
Duncan F, Silva K, Johnson C et al. (2013) Endogenous retinoids in the pathogenesis of alopecia areata. 
J Invest Dermatol 133:334–43
Everts H, Silva K, Montgomery S et al. Retinoid metabolism is altered in human and mouse cicatricial 
alopecia. J Invest Dermatol 133:325–33
2. Which is true about retinoids in this condition?
 a. The condition is associated with decreased expression of retinoids.
 b. diets with large amounts of vitamin A lead to better clinical outcomes.
 c. Retinoids work primarily to regulate the privileged immune status.
 d. Alterations of retinoid metabolism are associated with disease.
 e. Vitamin A derivatives are not effective in this condition.
3. Which is true about alterations in retinoid metabolism?
 a. They are specific for nonscarring alopecia.
 b.  Tightly regulated retinoid metabolism may be required to avoid 
development of cicatricial alopecia (CA).
 c. Trauma in vitamin A–deficient animals leads to scarring.
 d. Retinoids are upregulated across the spectrum of CA.
 e. None of the above.
Answers to the questions are available in the supplementary material online. 
Supplementary material is available at http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/jid.2013.121.
Additional images related to this condition and the differential diagnosis  
may be found at http://info.visualdx.com/l/11412/2013-02-05/q98mq.
